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Anna Leverety Harkness Hoffman, Violinist, (Compiled by
Floyd Mason and edited by John Robson)

Anna Leverety Harkness, daughter of Leveret B, Harkness and J.

Jeanette Fuller Harkness was born in Williamson, N.Y., on
January 6, 1863. At an early age she had shown unmistakable
evidence of a love for music, Before she was three yeara old
she was often heard at the piano... Her parents moved to
Boston when she was three and one-half years of age. 'Later
at age flve she began to follow the study of the violin,

For two years her studies were conducted by sceclal
teachers. At the age of seven she entered the Boston Conser-
vatory of Music under the guildance of Julius Eichburg and re-
meined tnder his instruction for two yvears. At the exniration
of that time she and her mother went abroad, with the father's
cordlal approval and cooperation, in order that the voung girl
should gain the benefilt of European instruction. At twelve, she
entered the Parls Copservatory of lusic, which was considered
The musical center he FERIAAKASHe  Persued her studles in
Parls for five yearg untlilihew:graduation. She then mcde a
Tour of Germany and Scandinavia, during which time she hed the
honor of pleying before many of the crovned heads of Evrone,
She was a great favorite of her masters, and, when she made her
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debut 1in 1886, the musical world was delighted with her playing
and sympathetic interpretation of the grest master comvnosers.,

Anna met with snlendid success in every town and city
in which she apveared to the extent that a brilliant future wes
antlelpated for her; she was, in fact, generally believed to
have an ability which could make her name famous. It was there-
fore decided that she should assume the name, Anna Senlrsh, (her
own name, Harkness, spelled backwards) as her musical advisers
thought her own name to be unsulted for artistic fame.

She became the favorite of Franz Liszt, who, on many
occaslons, both oublic and private, accompanied her playing.
He had definite respect for her genius, and considered her one
of the most promising violinists of her years. It was a great
dlsappointment to her many friends and adnirers when, after
playing for a year in bublic, in 1888, ghe married Geston Hoff-
men, a lawyer of Welmar, Germeny. Before her meeting Hoffman,
she was engaged to a man by the name of Leonard, the son of a
very wealthy man. Hls business was the importation of very
Costly china., His mother objected to the engagement, but
Leonaerd was very proud of Anna and would not have objected to
her contlinuing her profession. Anna was so bitter when her own

mother inslisted she give up Leonard that she renounced her career

fame and fortune to marry Hoffman. PFriends felt that he was not
her equal. BShe was supvosedly very happy for four years though
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shé did not touch her violin daring that time. Then her husband

—~began to be reckless with his money and wasted much of 1t on
zambling and drinking. Anna was able to forglive all this until

she learned that he had become fascinated by an actress of the

~ Weilmar Court Theatre. Frequent quarrels ensued about the matter

untll one day Anna threatened to shoot herself in he "went
after that woman again." Not long after this sghe found =
letter in one of his pockets from the actrees asking Hoffman to
meet her. True to her words, she returned home and shot her-
gelf through the heart.

«es D0 ended the 1life of Anna Harkness, in September
of 1900, BShe left behind her only son who was about seven
years old at the time, Soon after her suiclde Hoffman's father,
the wealthy Count Apothecary of the German Emperor, took the
boy away from the unfaithful Hoffman and nlaced him in a school.
After this Hoffmen and the actress came to Amerilca.

@AD" ZENEAKADEMIA

LISZT MUZEUM




e . T el MR . s Fler 2 Lol BB P o e P el ST e de L ) i A ——————
s ,‘-.-__T‘ ..'__""__..I"_I- i _-'._:"., g — n-r;_l,.r._m_' = T e s - "'1 P Bl o o e i W T s T e A -.-.-..:T ™~ ™y T
_ 3 R T e L 3 e Lo i . . .
§ oy SR e e - e _ C :
. i - - -

Eo e hilpetitelle an qpéon XG0T | p oy ity e
gr..' " ; : : 2 : : ; . . o < /éf_‘:H"

R, LZENEAKADEMIA
. L 2 LISZT MUZEUM
i “- : -
":.'- ‘.' . :I L '.. i
_Y '. L i -EII'| T ':-r.. A
. : i ;
"I." 2 i l'*l_-|._ :' '_"._r' .'.'
:l:-_ ' s " I;llll 8 .' i
.:...:: " £ .-‘Il -!.J‘

o

. .-..-_r—-—l l'-_l--‘-*l"""l""-.'
) : :




v - 3 . il : 1 T i T T P

P I" i ik . . i
8 " . - : 3
_' . : e i §
- : & : :
[‘m t“.!fba:.c‘ ""’H’H‘ A‘M #‘ !.'_ : . | - I |
b 2el ag % oo - :
]
. 'I':‘ *® "k ". '-. l: : I :
‘ \ = ! oyl g 1 = : :
p % ' ] " 5 e ow i : .
% T e Vs Sl ~ ' L3 a ¥ ,
|‘ Y b - 1 - X '
= L 8 & ¥
8. 5 ": L ; - t. I 1- e T Ll 2
! &
¥, b ¥ r ’
| & g AT T :
2 g N -'-.'_I_.r“ ' :
\ : ) ZENEAKADEMIA
» T T LISZT MOZEUM '
- ll. " i : |
.1 : -. I | | z : | e s : .: '+ 5 . ; g 3 f :‘ " 3 p AL “,
e R Lk I L : g ] ; l 1 . ‘I i - I . ' ¥ ., . 30, My : '1 1 I IL- '|'.1 " . II'\- ; -"h'rl o |
[l . : * - .
' ] : ¥ -I " . - 1 |
P . . - ® ; “ I !
. 2t L _r._'_.p'...‘:. : ..‘;:—.“"lil-j." 1_._”;. (¥ lld s 3 " : I L - i . t 1 ! b 1 . : I v
ey o TR ety ¥ g i b R '.1-1',_1i : ! : = ' . : L
R 1"..-*‘;“--..._!.-!:1- sk q ‘_."-.-;'?r"' -.5, i ..1“1*-.1 I L i T : - : i I
I : L ‘ L - ] I . -x : -ll. L] : - I :.- I' ' I. b ;



